
Do Now: Tuesday 3/23

• Have your homework out on your desk. 

• Look at question 2:

• How did mercantilism and social/political 
inequalities provoke resentment in the colonies? 

• Based on mercantilism, what was the purpose 
of the American Colonies to England?

• How did this view of the American Colonies 
lead to economic conflict?



Objective: 3/23

• We will identify the key events that led to 
the American Revolution 

• We will examine the opposing viewpoints 
on these events between the British and 
the American Revolutionaries



Focus Questions
1. How did the British view of the American 
colonies differ from American colonists? 

2. Why did the American Colonists declare 
independence from England?   

3. Who do you think was more justified in 
their actions, the American revolutionaries 
or Great Britain? Support your answer with 
specific examples.



British View of American Colonies



American View of British Policies



Status of the Colonies

• British Mercantilism  vs.   American Independence

• British: Colonies serve business interests of 
England.  

• King appoints rulers - they can overrule policies 
made by the colonies.

• America: Colonies independent of England.

• British laws hurt development & profit

• Elected colonial officials are not subject to the King



In your groups ... 

• Take 7-8 minutes and examine your focus 
topic.  

• Summarize the opposing viewpoints of the 
British and the American Colonists.

• 1-2 sentence simple summary for each.

• Be prepared to explain your political 
cartoons.



The Stamp Act

• Above: 
This is 
the place 
to affix 
the 
STAMP

• Left: The 
Repeal of 
the 
Stamp 
Act



 "No taxation without 
representation" 

The British Parliament passed the Stamp Act as a 
way to collect taxes from the American colonies to 
repay the cost of fighting the French and Indian War.  
The colonists were opposed to having to pay for this 
war.  

At a meeting organized to protest the Stamp Act, the 
decision was made that Parliament could not tax the American colonies since they had no American 
representatives in Parliament. 

The phrase stated by James Otis, a Boston lawyer,! "No taxation without representation" was heard throughout 
the colonies. The men at this meeting sent a letter asking Britain to repeal the Stamp Act.  Ultimately, Britain 
did repeal the Stamp Act, but passed in its place other types of taxes to get money from the colonies.

Under a mercantilist view, the British wanted to make money off of the American colonies.  They claimed the 
right to impose taxes on the American colonies; it was no different from taxing British citizens.

Furthermore, the British claimed that all members of Parliament represented the interests of all citizens of the 
British Empire, including the American colonists.  Therefore there is no need for direct representation because 
their best interest was already being represented in Parliament.  This idea  is known as “virtual representation.”  

Below: A political cartoon that appeared in an American newspaper depicting “Virtual Representation.”  

Based on this cartoon, how did the American"s view “virtual representation”?

Member of 

Parliament

American 

Colonists

Deliver 

your property!

I 

will not be 

robbed!

I 

am blinded!

I give 

you this man!s money 

for my use

Town of Boston is 

in flames in the 

background...

France

“Accomplice”

Monk

“Accomplice”

About to fall 

into the pit...



The Boston Massacre



The Boston Tea Party
T-A-X
‘Twas enough to vex
The souls of the men of Boston 
town,
To read this under the seal of the 
crown.
They were loyal subjects of George 
the Third
So they believed and so they 
averred
But this bristling defensive placard 
set
On the walls, was worse than a 
bayonet. 



Exit Ticket:
1. How did the British view of the American 
colonies differ from American colonists? 

2. Why did the American Colonists declare 
independence from England?   

3. Who do you think was more justified in their 
actions, the American revolutionaries or Great 
Britain? Support your answer with specific 
examples.


