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What is Pop Culture?

¥ It is he totality of perspectives,
attitudes, symbols, and practices
In which can be transmitted from
one mind to another through
speech and gestures. It is the
collection of ideas that
permeates or diffuses the
everyday lives of the society.

¥ Some examples of Pop culture
people may be familiar with are
movies, TV, internet,
videogames, music, and
magazines.




Focus Question #1: How does Popular
Culture affect peoples lives?

Popular culture can affect
peoples lives In different ways.
Pop culture has said to have
changed dramatically in the last
30 years. How pop culture was
back then, was used in ways
such that it reflected ones'
values. However now a days,
pop culture dictates our values
and has become very dominant
IN our society, In a sense that it
has been forced on us and
presented everywhere.




¥ You can say that pop culture can be a net-positive. Some reasons being that it has
opened so many doors to new things that people have never even thought to have
ever experience. Pop Culture is grabbing so much more attention that it ever has.
However, Popular Culture is all about targeting the new generations. Most sources
say it hurts children the most and teaches them destructive values and attacks
their physical health. Children now are so much more obese then the children of
40 years ago. Pop Culture is more of a moral, the creators of all these things are
not intending to lead to negative outcomes, but that is what the result is. Back in
the 1970's, pop culture was nothing but positive inspiration, and positive feed
back. Somehow along the way, it just lost its perspective. Artists and writers
themselves have been seduced themselves, therefore it is hard for them to see the
messages they are sending. Through songs, video games, etc- drugs, sex, and
violence have all been glamorized. Meaning, they're not such a "big deal"
anymore. That it is perfectly fine for a 10 year old to sit in front of the television for
5 hours at a time shooting people and stealing cars. Fashion magazines
researched that when girls read them, they are more insecure about their bodies,
and are more likely to diet and more Iikelg to have eatingf]disorders. Popular
culture has even dominated "success", such that, instead the definition being, an
accomplishment or a goal that has been achieved through long hard work and
overcoming trials and tribulations, popular culture has reciprocated it into being in
terms of wealth or fame. Stating that power actually takes away happiness.
Popular culture has both net-positive and negatives, but the lists for negatives
seem to appear, never-ending.
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Pop Culture Extras

Pop Culture refers to what is OcoolO. As
soon as researches think theyOve pin-
pointed what OcoolO is for teenager, it
moves on to the next big thing; it can
never be defined or distinguished.

tOs been said that Hip Hop has been the
lens to a large perspective of teenagers.

Most things dealing with Pop Culture is all
about the money.

The only way to really profit from
teenagers is to listen and study them, as
If they are rats in a science lab.

Media, trend setters, language, and the
way people walk and talk all have an
Influence on people and each other.

Think: If celebrities and models were
overweight, would everyone else be?




What if Pop Culture looked like




Origin and Facts of Pop Culture

¥ Diffused around the mid 20t century.

¥ Emerged to the global mainstream in the late 20t to
the 21st century.

¥ Heavily influenced by the mass media.




One may question why ﬁop culture dictates us
rather than reflect how the society as a whole,
actually is. It affects the younger minds in a more
intense manner. The younger crowd does nothing
but absorb everything they see and hear. Some
examples are:

A young child may pick up a stick and act like
they're smoking a cigarette because they see so
many older people doing it.

Reality shows have so many "weapons" against
teenagers. Instead of just creating cheap reality
television shows, they are now, at the top of the
charts. It taps into our physical appearance, and
the way we view ourselves, it deals with social
acceptance, as well as self esteem.

In other words, popular culture basically
brainwashes and manipulates people. All you hear
on advertising is, "if you take these pills then you 'l
lose this weight", "if you wear these shoes, you II
have better posture", and "if you buy this then...




Class Activity Idea

¥ Class Assignment/Lesson: Have students
Individually comes to the board and have
them compile a list of objects that they
consider "Popular Culture”. Tell them to then
divide their Information into negatives and
positives. (Keep In mind everyone has
different opinions of what can be considered
a positive and/or a negative).



Suggestion Answers

¥Examples of Positive Pop Culture: music,
movies, fashion, celebrities, Iinternet,
technology.

¥Examples of Negative Pop Culture: violence,
iInappropriate lyrics, fast food
commercials celebrities that set a bad
example In society, technology.



